
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY ς

UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY

Terrorist Threat Overview

May 2018



UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY
NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE

NOT FOR PUBLIC RELEASE
UNCLASSIFIED//FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY ς

PG 2

2

Å Despite progress in Iraq/Syria, the terrorist threat 
environment around the globe remains complex, challenging, 
and geographically expansive

Å Threats originating in as many places and involving as many 
individuals as at any time in post-9/11 era 

Å More than 39,100 estimated fightersτat least 5,600 
from the Westτhave traveled to Iraq/Syria from at least 
110 countries in recent years

Å Approximately 295 US Persons have traveled or 
attempted to travel to region to potentially fight or 
otherwise support the conflict 

Global Threat Picture
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Å The year of 2016saw approximately 11,072 
attacks in 104 countries(led by Iraq/Syria, 
Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, Philippines, 
Nigeria)
Å Approximately 25,621 killed and 33,814 wounded

Å ¢Ƙƛǎ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅΧ
Å Χ31 attacks per day

Å Χ2,135 deaths and 2,818 per month

Å Private citizens, businesses, and propertyτnot just 
governmentsτremain a top target

Snapshot of Global Terrorist Violence
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!ƳƻƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΧ

ÅAviation

ÅCritical infrastructure

ÅHotels

ÅMaritime domain

ÅMass gatherings/events

ÅPublic transportation

ÅSchools

Terrorists Target Various Sectors
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Evolution of the Global Jihadist Threat 
Presence of al-vŀΩƛŘŀ ŀƴŘ L{L{
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Evolution of the Global Jihadist Threat 
Threatresence of al-vŀΩƛŘŀ ŀƴŘ L{L{
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Evolution of the Global Jihadist Threat
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Good News:
Å L{L{ ǎƘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎ άŎŀƭƛǇƘŀǘŜέ
Å Decreased official media releasesτno Rumiyah since 

September 2017
Å False claims of responsibility may indicate desperation
Å Declining foreign fighter rates

Bad News:
Å Branches and networks in more than two dozen global 

locations
Å Diversifying media, focused on new audiences
Å Relying on pro-ISIS supporters to amplify messages
Å Innovation in attack planning/tactics
Å Redundancies in networks allow for quick succession

ISIS: Good News and Bad News


