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A collaborative effort.  #BetterTogether. 



GOALS OF THIS TRAINING

Å Discuss current trends in opioid 
misuse and abuse 

Å Increase awareness of the 
dangers of opioids

Å Explore the depth of the opioid 
epidemic through a statistical 
overview



Rx Drugs

HeroinFentanyl

OPIOIDS

WHAT ARE OPIOIDS?



PHARMACEUTICAL OPIOIDS

Å Prescription opioids are a class of drugs designed 
to relieve pain, suppress cough, induce 
anesthesia and alleviate diarrhea.

Å Most prescription opioids are derived from the 
opium poppy, but some are man-made.

Å The number of opioid prescriptions written in the 
United States rose from 112 million in 1992 to a 
peak of 282 million in 2012.  Prescriptions written 
fell to 232 million in 2016.  



PRESCRIPTIONS IN MISSISSIPPI

Å From 2014 to 2017, the top five most 
dispensed opioids remained constant in 
Mississippi.

Å These were Hydrocodone, Oxycodone , 
Tramadol,  Codeine and Morphine.

Å In 2017, there were approximately 183 
million dosage units of Opioids dispensed 
in Mississippi.  This is down from 201 
million in 2016.



In 2016, there were 6.2 billion dosage units of hydrocodone dispensed in the United States. in the United States.

HYDROCODONE



In 2016, there were 5 billion dosage units of Oxycodone dispensed in the United States.

OXYCODONE



Å¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ Ґ  р҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ

ÅWe consume 80% of the opioids manufactured in the world. 

ÅThis includes 99.7% of all hydrocodone products. 



HEROIN

Å Heroin is a Schedule I illicit opioid 
produced from the opium poppy. 

Å Heroin impacts the same receptors in the 
brain as pharmaceutical opioids.  The 
body cannot differentiate between them. 

Å Heroin is most often injected, but it may 
also be smoked or snorted.





HEROIN ABUSE IN MISSISSIPPI

Å Mississippi has seen an unprecedented 
rise in heroin abuse in the past few years.

Å In the past 5 years, heroin cases initiated 
by MBN rose over 300%.

Å From 2012 to 2017, overdose deaths 
related to heroin rose 3,100% in our state.



FENTANYL

Å Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid with a 
potency of approximately 80 times that of 
pure morphine.

Å Fentanyl was first synthesized in the late 
мфрлΩǎ ŀƴŘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǳǘƛƭƛȊŜŘ ŀǎ ŀƴ 
antiesthetic and analgesic since then.

Å In the past few years, there has been a 
staggering rise in the prevalence of illicit 
fentanyl.  



PHARMACEUTICAL FENTANYL

Å Fentanyl is utilized for anesthesia and pain 
relief in the United States.

Å The most commonly seen delivery method 
is the patch, but an injectable form and 
lollipops are available.

Å Prescription fentanyl has traditionally 
been seen in overdose deaths when 
misused.





ILLICIT FENTANYL

Å Fentanyl is produced in illicit laboratories 
in China and, more recently, Mexico.

Å The distribution of illicit fentanyl is 
primarily conducted by Mexican drug 
trafficking organizations.

Å LƭƭƛŎƛǘ ŦŜƴǘŀƴȅƭ ƛǎ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ άŎǳǘέ ƘŜǊƻƛƴ ŀƴŘ 
is also pressed into counterfeit 
pharmaceuticals.  Many users of fentanyl 
are unaware of what they are ingesting.





FENTANYL ANALOGS

Å There are approximately 1,400 chemical 
analogues of fentanyl.  The DEA laboratory 
reports approximately a dozen of these are 
commonly seen.

Å Carfentanil, furanylfentanyl and 
acetylfenatyl are common derivatives.

Å Many of these derivatives are much more 
potent than fentanyl.  Carfentanil is 
approximately 10,000 times the potency of 
pure morphine.



THE PATH TO HEROIN (AND FENTANYL)

Injecting

heroin




